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SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY BOARD SET UP TO ADVISE THE NATIONAL RESEARCH FOUNDATION ON

STRATEGIC R&D EFFORTS

· 15 eminent scientists, researchers and entrepreneurs appointed to the National Research Foundation’s Scientific Advisory Board.
· Members bring with them extensive experience in research and industry, and add a multidisciplinary and international perspective to the Foundation’s work.

· The Board will meet with knowledge institutions in Singapore and advise on key areas of research and development.
1. The National Research Foundation (NRF) endorsed the establishment of the Scientific Advisory Board (SAB) at its first meeting on 3 Jan 2006.  The NRF considered a broad group of eminent scientists, researchers and entrepreneurs to form a multidisciplinary international team.
2. 15 distinguished scientists, researchers and entrepreneurs have been appointed to the SAB for the period 1 April 2006 to 31 March 2009.  They bring with them extensive experience from having led outstanding research programmes and built successful careers in knowledge-intensive industries, as well as serving on the advisory boards of various governments and multinational corporations.  Their contributions have been recognised by the numerous illustrious awards presented to them by prestigious scientific and government organisations.

3. The SAB, expected to meet up to twice yearly, is co-chaired by two eminent scientists from the US and Europe.  They are Dr Curtis R. Carlson, President and CEO of Stanford Research Institute International, and Professor Ulrich W. Suter, Professor of Polymer Materials at the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology in Zurich (ETH Zurich).  Dr. Carlson helped found more than 12 companies and has served on many US government task forces.  Professor Suter was the Vice-President of Research at ETH Zurich from 2001 to 2005.  He had previously advised Singapore on matters of education and research.

4. The SAB will:

(a) advise the NRF on critical issues and emerging global trends in basic and investigator-led research where Singapore can play a meaningful role;
(b) help to identify and recommend new areas of research where Singapore can compete effectively and reap the benefits of cutting edge science, build the foundation for enterprise and develop new growth areas;
(c) review and advise on plans and proposals prepared by the NRF; and
(d) assist and advise the NRF on the management of R&D, including processes to allocate funding and assess research outcomes.
5. The SAB is holding its first meeting today.  Over the next three days, the SAB will meet scientists and researchers from the public sector research institutes, universities and polytechnics to find out more about research in Singapore.  The Board will also meet officials from the ministries to understand more about Singapore’s economy and policies for industry development and tertiary education.
6. Among other things, the SAB will be presented with the broad plans to develop the environmental and water technologies sector, as well as the interactive and digital media sector.  These were the two strategic areas of focus identified by the NRF.  The SAB will share with the NRF its observations, views and recommendations on the plans to develop these two strategic areas.

7. The terms of reference and list of members of the SAB are in Annex A.
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Terms of Reference of the NRF Scientific Advisory Board
1. The terms of reference of the Scientific Advisory Board (SAB) are:
a. To identify critical issues and emerging global trends in basic and investigator-led research where Singapore could fill a gap or meet a need;

b. To identify, with the NRF, new areas of research where Singapore can reap the benefits of cutting edge science and build the foundation for enterprise and industry growth;

c. To review and give advice on the proposals and plans prepared by the NRF; and

d. To assist and advise the NRF on the management of R&D, including processes to allocate funding and assess research outcomes.

e. To recommend to the NRF R&D areas that Singapore can focus on to develop new growth areas.

2. Members will be appointed by the Chairman of the NRF Board for three-year terms.   The SAB is expected to meet twice yearly.

Composition of the NRF Scientific Advisory Board
1. Dr Curtis Carlson, President and CEO, SRI International (Co-Chairman)

2. Prof Ulrich Suter, Professor of Polymer Materials, Institute of Polymers, ETH Zurich.  Former Vice President (Research), ETH Zurich (Co-Chairman)

3. Shai Agassi, President, Product and Development Group, and Member of Executive Board of SAP AG
4. Prof Bertil Andersson, Chief Executive, European Science Foundation

5. Dr John Seely Brown, Visiting Scholar, University of Southern California.  Former Chief Scientist of Xerox Corporation

6. Prof Robert A. Brown, President, Boston University

7. Dr. Rita R. Colwell, Chairman, Canon US Life Sciences, Inc.; Distinguished Professor, University of Maryland College Park and Johns Hopkins University Bloomberg School of Public Health.  Former Director of US National Science Foundation.

8. Prof James D. Foley, Professor, College of Computing and Stephen Fleming Chair in Telecommunications, Georgia Institute of Technology.  Former Chairman of the Board, Computing Research Association and CEO, Mitsubishi Electric Research Laboratories.

9. Prof Robert H. Grubbs, Victor and Elizabeth Atkins Professor of Chemistry, California Institute of Technology, and Nobel Prize Winner in Chemistry in 2005

10. Prof Theodor W. Hänsch, Professor of Physics, Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität München and Director, Max-Planck-Institut für Quantenoptik

11. Prof Haim Harari, Professor, Department of Particle Physics, Weizmann Institute and Chairman of the Board, Davidson Institute of Science Education.  Also Former President of Weizmann Institute, Israel

12. Dr John Hood, Vice-Chancellor, University of Oxford.

13. Prof Richard Newton, Dean, College of Engineering and Roy W. Carlson Professor of Engineering, University of California, Berkeley

14. Prof Douglas D. Osheroff, Professor of Physics and Applied Physics, Stanford University and Nobel Prize Winner in Physics in 1996.

15. Paul Saffo, Director and Roy Amara Fellow, Institute for the Future
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