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CHAIRMAN NATIONAL RESEARCH FOUNDATION, DR TONY TAN, TO VISIT SWITZERLAND FROM 16 TO 23 APRIL 2006 
Chairman National Research Foundation Dr Tony Tan will be visiting Switzerland from 16 to 23 April 2006.      
Dr Tan is travelling to Switzerland on the invitation of Swiss Re, a reinsurance and financial services group, to attend its International Advisory Panel meeting.  While in Switzerland, Dr Tan will meet Professor Alexander Zehnder, President of the ETH Board.  Dr Tan will also have meetings at the Swiss Federal Institutes of Technology in Zurich (ETH Zurich) and Lausanne (EPF Lausanne), the Paul Scherrer Institute, and The Swiss Federal Institute for Environmental Science and Technology, which all come under the ETH domain.  
The origins of the ETH domain can be traced back to the foundation of ETH Zurich in 1855 as an institute of higher education for the natural sciences and engineering. Research was subsequently introduced as an essential counterpart to teaching.  Based on its research activities, the ETH Zurich is able to offer state-of-the-art knowledge to its students and to industry.   The ETH model is one that Singapore can consider, to develop strong, research-intensive institutions that can attract and nurture talent on a sustainable basis, and thereby contribute to the economy.  
Dr Tan will be accompanied by senior officials from the National Research Foundation, Ministry of Education, Economic Development Board, and Agency for Science, Technology and Research.  
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